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Never did arrogant or indiscreet word issue from his mouth, under
the impulse of anger or other passion ; if any of his servants com-
mitted a fault, he was satisfied to admonish them gently without
resorting to menace or to abusive language. He was master of a
sweet and winning power of persuasion, by means of which he gave
form to the great ideas within him, and thus he succeeded in
bending to his will the other lords about the court as he chose ;
beloved and in high favour above all men with the people, by
reason of a gracious manner that he had of saluting, and address-
ing in a fascinating and familiar way all whom he met.
The same writer goes on to accuse the Prince of
want of courage in the field. William of Orange proved
his real courage in a thousand ways, and is beyond the
sneering depreciation of a catholic scribe. But his
indomitable spirit of caution and his genius for political
finesse unfitted him for supreme command in presence
of an enemy whose forces he recognised to be greatly
superior to his own. His caution naturally seemed
timorous beside the dashing chivalry of Egmont and the
wild recklessness of Louis of Nassau. The same charge
of cowardice used to be made against Alva; and it is
continually brought by the sdbreurs against the strate-
gists. It is, however, plain that "William of Orange
never was, and with his growing habits of intense
caiition never could have made, a great soldier. His
successes were won on the field of indomitable con-
stancy, sagacity, faith, and enthusiasm—not on the
field of battle. Our own Cromwell is one of the very
rare examples in history of fiery courage in war, com-
bined with inexhaustible caution in policy.
William, in his youth, as we see him in the fine
picture of the Museum of Cassel, was a man somewhat
above the medium height, spare, well-proportioned, and
fairly strong. His complexion was rather brown, his
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